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the terrible destruction which would ensue would require an equal amount-of subsequent construction and renovation, stimulating trade and industry all over the world, while there would necessarily be fewer hands to perform the work.
There is a reasonable expectation, therefore, that we may be approaching the end of the period of depression, and that the increasing supplies of gold may prove a natural remedy to existing influences. Everyone must hope that the change will proceed from the peaceful efforts of industry, and not from the dire calamities of war and bloodshed.
It is not to be wondered at that the enormous and constantly recurring losses of the past few years should have largely increased the numbers of those who, "becoming impatient of any improvement from natural causes, insist that some artificial expedients must be adopted. There never has been so general an interest taken In the so-called Silver Question as at present, and yet It is astonishing how many well-informed and shrewd people frankly confess they do not understand it. The fact of the matter Is, the prolonged and somewhat embittered discussions between the mono-metallists on the one hand, and the bimetal-lists on the other, have tended to confuse the real Issues, which are extremely simple, and those who have not followed them closely soon lose the thread.